
EL nied that there wu any thing in it about paupers.I disclaimed any hostility to the District; but inaii
I that there was no law providing for the support of
I natics in this District by Congress.IMr. BR1GGS was understood, in reply to c

I stitulional question as raised by Mr. Hand, to ar|
I that the same principle upon which Congress co

I make appropriations for the support of criminals wo
I justify, also, the appropriation foi the confinement

I lunatics. The most degraded criminal might, acco
I ing to the argument of the gentleman from N

I ft York, be provided with food and raiment;
II the moment the question was, whether relief sho

II be extended to those unfortunate beings who had Ix
II deprived of their<*eason, the Constitution of the U

I I teu Stales interposed, and the door was to be si
B fj against them. In making an urgent appeal to

I committee to pass this bill, Mr. B. alluded to
I wretched condition of these lunatics, and especiaI the case of a female in one of the apartments of

IMr. MONROE also hoped the bill would pass.I he had ever entertained any doubts as to the propriI ' and justice of the law, those doubts would have b<
put to flight after hearing the argument which his I
mocratic friend from New York (Mr. Hand) had,
doubt with the best intentions, submitted. He (A
M.) was satisfied that the bill ought to pass. He
lieved that not a man among his own constituents,'

< the constituents of his colleague, (Mr. Hand,) woi
vote against it, if he understood iL
Mr. HUBBARD opposed the bill on a princi

which he thought, notwithstanding all that had be
said, gentlemen had dodged. In his State, they si

ported their paupers by direct taxation; and howcoi
they be called upon not only to support their own pi
pers, but those of the District of Columbia 1 He
ferred to the immense burden which this thing woi
throw upon Congress, when the population of the c
should swell up to two or three hundred thousan

I but it was to the principle that he was opposed. T
funds of the Union ought not to be appropriated
carry on the police system of this District; the D

W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Boardmo
Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Sampson H. Bi
ler, Win. O. Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbe
Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Cranstc
Curtis, Gushing, Davee, Edward Davies, John \
Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Delict, Doe, Do
Edwards, Ely, fcverett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floj
Galbraith, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Gravi

t Green, Grinnell, John Hastings, Henry, Hill, ofV
Hoffman, Holmes, Hook, Hunt, James, Chas. Joh
ston, W. C. Johnson, Kcmble, Kempshall, Kir
Lane, Leet, Lincoln, Lowell, Meredith Malic ry
Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Morro
Osborne, Pales, Parmentw, Pack, Pope. Rnndl
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogc
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Blade, John Smi
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, 1
liaferro, P. F. Thomas, W. Thompson, Tillingha
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warrc
Weller, John White, T. W. Williams, L. Willian
J. L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthn
)Wise.110.NAYS.Messrs. Atherton, Banks, Black, Blac
well, Aaron Y. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, Ci
ford, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Crary, Cross, John E
vis, Doan, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Garland, Griff
Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill, of N. C., Hopkii
Hubbard, Jameson, C. Johnson, Keim, Kille, Lew
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Medill, Montanya,
W. Morris, Parrish, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, R<

i olds, J. Rogers,Ryall,Shaw, Shepard,Steenrod,Stroi
Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, J. B. Thon
son, Turney, Watterson, Wick, Jared Williams,
William^, Worthington.59.
So the bill was passed.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

The SPEAKER laid before the Houae the fello
ing communications, viz:

I. A letter from the Treasurer of the United Slat
Mr. Selden, transmitting his quarterly accounts
the service of the Post Office Department for the yei
1837, 1838, and 1839, each year ending on the 31
June
The letter of the Treasurer states that the balari

to his credit for the use of ths Post Office Deparlmc
in the late deposite banks is $22,844- of that amoui

$-22,827 is in the Bank of the Metropolis, and detain
by the bank in snt;sfaction of certain alleged claii
against the Post Office Department. The balance
his hands ami in the hands of sub-treasurers belon
ing to the Department is yiy/JZi. neierreu 10 i

Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office Depa
ment.

2. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasur
transmitting the annual statements showing the co

dition of the several banks of the District of Columb
I Laid on the table.

3. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, with
printed copy of the Naval .Register for 1841, for ea

member.
V 4. A letter from the Postmaster General, accom|
nied by a list of the clerks employed in his Depa
ment in the year 1840, with the pay of each. Th<
were 59 clerks.the salary of each clerk is named, I
the aggregato amount paid during the year is r

5. A letter from the Postmaster General, accom]
nied with a list of regular and temporary agents ei

ployed by the Post Offiee Department, with t
amount paid to each from July 1, 1839, to Noveml
30, 1840.
The regular agents are Arthur Nelson, Howo

Kennedy, Wm. Tanner, C. G. McHutton, Jam
Brown, Alvin Haynes, George Plitt, at a regular sal
ry of:$l,600 each, with allowances for transportalio
subsistence, and other expenses, about equal, in t

aggregate, to the regular salary.
The temporary agents were John Manon, John .

Webber, Thomas T. Boyd, Charles H. Kirk, Sana
Fry, B. H. Hathaway, Thos. H. Grenville, A.
Comstock, Lemuel M. Barker, J. Vansant, S. Do
bleday; the nature of the special service is stated, I

gether with the compensation given j which, in gen
ral, are small sums. Referred to the Committee
Expenditures in the Post Office Department.

b. A letter from the Governor of the Territory
j Iowa, enclosing three memorials; one for post route
one for an appropriation for a penitentiary: the oth
for a military road from Bloomington to Iowa cil
then to intersect the road from Dubuque to the M;
souri line.

| BILLS FROM THE SENATE.

Sundry bills heretofore received from the Senate i

verally received their first and second readings, ai

were referred, vix:
* u:ii fn, tho aAttlement of the claim

ijrx. Mil IV piu« luv M.. ....

(he State of Maine for the service of her militia. R
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state

the Union.
A bill to confirm to the State of Indiana the la'

selected by her for that part of the Wabash and E
canal which lies between the mouth of Tippecan

' river and Tcrre Haute, and for other purposes. F
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
A bill for the reliefof the Plumb Island Bridge a

Turnpike Company. Referred to the Committee
Claims.
A bill for the relief of John Carter. Referred to t

Committee on the Judiciary.
A bill in addition to the act for the relief of Wal

/
I J

feet, to establish a public debt.to create a now tarifftoadd to tb« expenditures.and to put money in the
Bank. After raving and reciting upon tbeee topics in
the moat approved demagogue style, lor a quarter of an
hour, hechsirged Mr. Chittenden with having opened
up the whole policy of the coming Administration;
and he affectedly bowed his thanks to Mr. C. for havingdone so.

Mr. CRITTENDEN made a few remarks in reply,
and his chaste and parliamentary deportment presentedas fine a contrast to the unmannerly and noisy ve-

and the people of Alabama had just as much right!make this request as the people of thh- District.
IMr. H. contended that the people here could not

too poor to support their own parishes; and, iu can

ing out his argument, spoke of the vast amounts

money which were spent in the District in varic
ways through the contingent funds of the two Hous
through the public officers, &c. He believed tl
Congress had no more power in legislation here th
it had over the Territories.
Mr. ALFORD, in reply to the constitutional c

jections taken by Mr. Hand and Mr. Hubbard, sa

that, for his own part, he held the Bible to be thehi^
est constitutional authority which a Christian n«li
could know. He believed, as he was taught by t
doctrine inculcated by our Lord and Saviour, that t

greatest of all virtues was charity; and when hehea
constitutional law urged against the supreme law
Heaven itself, and against the principles of char
which that law enjoined, he, as a Christian, was
tonished. It seemed to him that not only did the co
mon principles of charity recommend this bill to t

adoption of the committee, but that the persons
whom it had reference were peculiarly the proper <

jects of their solicitude. If he was legislating in Qei
gia, he would not hesitate for a moment to make pi
vision for these persons within the jurisdictional lim
of his own State; and he would not hesitate he
where Congress had exclusive power to legislate, a

when charity, religion, and the wants of those w

were suffering, alike called upon him to act. He hop
the bill would pass without a dissenting voice. If t
gentleman from Alabama and the gentleman from N<
York, had proper feelings, and would pay a visit tot
jail here, their conscientious scruples would all m
away before the sight which would there present its*
He hoped the debate would close here, and that t

\ House, as a set of Christians ought to do, would
ahead.
The committee then rose and reported the bill wi

the two amendments, they were concurred in, and t
bill was ordered to a third reading.

It was then read the third time, and the question
its passage was taken by yeas and nays, and dccid
as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Adams. Alfurd. Judson Allen,

He Loomis and Abel Gay. s Referred to the Committee
ited on the Judiciary.
Iu- A bill for the relief of Clements, Bryan A Co.

When this bill had received its second reading, two
on- motions of reference weie made,
jue 1st. By Mr. WATTERSON, to the Committee
uld on the Judiciary.
uld 'AJ. By Mr. GIDD1NGS, to the Committee of
of Claims.

>rd- Considerable discussion arose as to which of these
ew committee* the bill more appropriately belonged, in
but which Messrs. Brown, of '1 ennessee, Brown, of Misuldsissippi, and Turney advocated ita going to the Cornsenmittee on the Judiciary, and Messra. Guiding* and
ni- Russell to the Committee of Claims,
hut The previous question was ordered, on motion of
the Mr. CUSHING, and
the The question was first put on the motion first made,
illy that is, that the bill be referred to the Committee on

the the Judiciary, and carried in the affirmative.
And ao the bill was referred to the Committee on the

If Judiciary.
ety The bill, from the Senate, for the relief of John
>en Moore was twice read, and a motion was made by Mr.

GIDDINGS to refer it to the Committee of Claims;
no which, at the request of Mr. DAWSON, he wither.drew, and Mr. D. moved ita reference to the Commitbe-lee on the Judiciary.
or Mr. STANLY said that it had been given as a

j|d reason for referring the bill to the Committee on the
Judiciary, that that committee had nothing to do. He

pie assured gentlemen that was a mistake. The commit
entee had a plenty to do. There were already two or

ip- three bushels of petitions in the committee room upon
jld the subject of a bankrupt law. There was the natuiu-ralization bill, introduced by a gentleman from New
re- York, Mr. Hand; and there was the Hooe case,
lid which was not yet finally disposed of.these three
ity cases are to be decided upon ; they were important and
d; difficult. There were, also, various other subjects
he committed to the committee; in fact, the committee
to already had more to do than they could get through by
is- the 4th of March.
is The bill was referred to the Committee on the Jutodiciary. '

Mr. C.USHING moved that the House resolve itbeself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the
ry- Union, to take into consideration the bill to provide
of for the satisfaction of claims of certain American ciiustizens for spoliations committed on their commerce
n prior to 3d July, 1801.

iat Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an adanjournment, on which the yeas and nays were ordered;
when the motion to adjourn was withdrawn,

ib- The question was then put on Mr. Cushing's moidtion, and negatived.
rh- Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the House reonsolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the bill
he for the relief of the owners of land warrants granted
.he for military services in the late war.
,nl The SPEAKER said it would require two-thirds,
of as it was not the regular order of business; it might,
ity however, be done by unanimous consent.

Mr. VANDERPOEL objected.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

to Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Commerce,
>b- reported a bill authorizing and providing for the puror-chase of a lot of land adjoining the custom house in
ro- New York.
its Which was twice read; when
re, Mr. CURTIS moved that it be referred to theComndmittee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union.
ho Mr. WISE thought it should go to the Committee
ed on Public Expenditures.
he After some remarks from Mr. WISE and Mr.
;w CURTIS,
he The reading of the bill was called for, and, havingelt been read, it was committed to the Committee of the
slf. Whole on the state of the Union,
he Mr. CURTIS also reported a bill for the relief of
go S. C. Phillips, administrator of J. Porter Felt; which

was read twice and committed for to-morrow,
ith Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Commerce,he reported adversely on the petition of Wm. J. Stilwell.

Laid on the table,
on Mi. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public
ed Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George H.

Slaughter; which was twice read and committed for
J. to-morrow.
in, Mr. GARLAND, from the Committee on the Pubit-lie Lands, leported the bill from the Senate to relinII,quish the interest of the United States to a certain
m, tract of land in the State of Alabama, without amendV.ment; it was committed for to-morrow,
ig, Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, from the Comfd,mittee on the Public Lands, reported the bill from the
es, Senate to establish an additional land district in the
a., State of Alabama.
n- Mr. MONROE, from the Committee on Military
ig, Affairs, reported a bill to found a military asylum for
F. the relief and support of invalid soldiers of the army of
w, the United States; committed to the Committee of
dl. the Whole on the «uu tU» Union, and ordered to
rs, be printed.
th, Mr. M. moved to print an extra number of copies of
'a- the bill and report which accompanied it; which most,tion lies over under the rule.
m, Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Revolutionary
os. Pensions, reoorted a bill for the relief ofJohn Lv brook.
op, and a bill for the reliefof Michael Saes; which were

twice read tnd committed for to-morrow.
:k- Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Revoluli'f-tionary Pensions, reported adversely on the cases of
>a- Hannah Waldo, Abigail Reeves, Juliet Onion, Thoin,mas Hall, Margaret Askins, Peggy Duncan, Carter
is, B. Chandler, Abigail Allen, and Joshua Bill,
is, Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on InS.valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Beriah
sy- Wright; whicn was twice read and committed for torg,morrow.

ip- Also, made adverse reports to the cases of Samuel
H. Gossage, Wm. A. Houston, and Simon Smith. Laid

on the table.
Mr. PALEN, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions,reported adversely on the cases of Richard Cottrill,Peter Sky, Josiah Hunt, James K. George, and

w- Rufus Henry.
Also, reported a bill for the relief of Levi Colmus;

es, which was twice read, and committed for to-morrow.
for Several committees were discharged from petitions
ir8 and memorials which had been erroneously referred,
)th «nd they were committed to appropriate committees.

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved an adjournment,
1Ce which was carried,
(nt And the House adjourned.
nt, .

ed IN SENATE,
Friday, Jan. 8, 1841.

Ig. permanent prospective pre-emption system,

he The Senate to-day, resumed the consideration of the
rt~ bill for establishing a permanent prospective pre-empy

tion system.
in- The question (rending being on the substitute for

the whole bill, offered by Mr. Prentiss.
Mr. ANDERSON, of Tenn., addressed the Senate

i a '
.

ch at length, in opposition to the substitute, and in favor
of the original measure.
Mr. MANGUM expressed a wish to speak on the

0 subject, but owing to indisposition, desired that it
mt might be passed over informally for the present,
tot Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following re^

nkiok be wished to have printed, and anin.nounced his intention of moving the adoption of them
he at a proper time.
>er Resolved,, That the bill be recommitted to the comr(]

mittee that reported it, with instructions to report
ies amendments thereto, to the following effect:
la- 1st. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the

^ public lands among the several States ofthe Union, in
just and equitable proportions.

A.. 2d. To grant to actual bona Jide settlers on the
public lands the right of pre-emption to any quantity
thereof not exceeding one-half section, or 320 acres,

to- including the place ofsettlement, at the minimum price
ie- of $1 25 per acre, with such provisions as shall limit
an this right of settlement and pre-emption to actual bona
0p Jide settlers, whose estate at the time of settlement shall
s; not exceed the vnlueof $1,000, and furthermore, with
er such provisions as shall effectually exclude the wealthierspeculators from all benefit under this law, and shall

prevent them from interfering with, or participating in)
the privilege and right of settlement and pre-emption,
which are hereby granted and intended for the sole ad^
vantage of the needy and honest settlers and cultiva"
tors of the soil.

of Mr. LINN gave notice that when the consideraof
^ono^ lb*"® resolutions came up, he would move to

amend, by a proposition to devote the whole proceeds
n(j of the sales of the public lands to strengthenrieing the national defences. He hoped both his
ioe proposition, and that of the Senator from Ken'tucky, would be voted down; but he was determined
nd *° aPP®n(l "uch a measure to every scheme for distribuofting the proceeds of the land sales.

^
Mr. BENTON next rose, and with an extraordinaryintemperance of language and gesture, denounced

tor the resolutfonsof Mr. Crittenden as proposing, in el

-» -n-.|rti hhh itIT 'i

hemence of the Missouri Senator, u ili<l his sound
views and just sentiments to that person's idle and
empty declamation. He told the Missouri Senator
that he was welcome to all the advantages derivable
from his, Mr. C'a., public declarations on these or any
other subjects. He thought of himself so humbly
that he was not particularly anxious to withhold his
opinions. On the contrary, he was habitually prompt
. perhaps too prompt.to dealare them as they were.

Such as they were, he was ready to maintain; and in
regard to those he had expressed in these resolutions,
he was prepared to put them before the country, even

without argument. He did not see why the Senator
from Missouri should tender him thanks for a declarationof principles and purposes which the Senate and
the public knew he always had maintained.
Mr. CRITTENDEN added that, as the member

was in the vein of giving thanks, he would present a

new claim to his gratitude. He would not only go for
a distribution of the proceeds of the land sales among
the States, but he would go for laying taxes on luxuries,on wines and silks, to raise a revenue to meet the
actual want* of the Government, under an economical
administration.
The distinguished Kentucky Senator then commented,with all his inimitable power ofsarcasm and

ridicule, on the spouting of Mr. Benton about economy.It was, indeed, a good thing to hear persons who
have themselves, for twelve long years of misrule
wasted the substance of the Treasury by thair unboundedprodigality.it was notable to hear them,
now, in extremis, and when they are about to bequeath
to General Harrison impoveiished coffers, leaving to
us recommendations ofthe strictest economy.
Mr. CALHOUN rose, and said, that as the whole

public land policy would be opened up by the discussionproposed, he would, at the same time, urge the
consideration of h is project to cede the public lands to

the States in which they lie, on certain conditions.
1'he further consideration of the subject was then

postponed to Monday next.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Friday, Jan. 8, 1841.

At the usual hour the House was called to order.
After prayer by Rev. Mr. Cookman, and reading of

journal,
Mr. THOMPSON rose, and made a correction of

the journal.
Mr. EVERETT then offered the following resolution:
That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be

instructed to inquire into the expediency of continuing
for the term of five years the pensions allowed under
the act granting half-pay ofpensions to widows, passed
July 7, 1838.
Mr. E. moved to suspend the rules for the purpose

of receiving the resolution.
After some conversation by Messrs. Peck, Taliaferro,and Galbraith, relative to the resolution and inquiringwhether the committee had not already reporteda bill to this effect, the question on the motion

was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows:
Yeas 99, nays 53.
Not being two-thirds, the rules were not suspended.
Reports from committees were then in order.
From the Committee on Public Lands: Mr. CASEYreported the Senate bill No. 23, which, on motionof Mr. C. was referred to the Committee of the

Whole, and made the order of the day for to-morrow.

From the Committee on Claims: Mr. WILLIAMS,
of New Hampshire, reported a bill which was laid on
the table.
Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas, wished to inquire whetherthere had been any thing done by the Committee

on the Judiciary, in relation to referring certain cases

of court jurisdiction of the District Court of the U. S.
ts the State of Arkansas.
Mr. SERGEANT answered.
Fom the Committee on Invalid Pensions: Mr.

CALVARY MORRIS reported bills for the relief
of John E. Wright and others; referred to the Committeeof the W hole, and made the order of the day
for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed.

select committees.

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Committee
to which was referred the bill and report, made at last
session of Congress, with regard to steam boat disasters,submitted the following report and resolution
The Select Committee to whom were referred the

petitions of John Coates, and others, relating to steam
boat disasters and the means of their prevention, and
likewise the report and bills submitted to the House at
the last session by the Select Committee to whom the
petition of Samuel Raub relative to his self-acting
safely valves was refened;

Report that they have adopted the report and bills
submitted by the Select Committee during the last session,and herewith present the same, and recommendthe adoption of the following resolution

Resolved., That the bills herewith presented shall be
considered on the day of , and made the specialorder on that and each succeeding day until disposedof.

Mr. CUSHINQ said that at the close of the last
session he sent home copies of this bill and report of
that committee. And the proposition to purchase
Raub's self-acting safety valve produced considerable
sensation among the mechanics. They had meetings
(or the purpose of preparing a representation on that
subject, who hoped to submit the statements to the
committee before their repor t. He desired that the t ime
ofconsulcnng this bill be pontponed.that those gentlemenmight be here in order to represent their own

case, and that the blank be filled to 6ome time affording
them this opportunity.
Mr. UNDERWOODsaid that the committee,dur^

ing the last session, made their report with a view to elicitfrom every part ofthe country objections that might
exist to the plan they submitted. More than one-thiu
of the session had now passed away, and he deemed i
necessary that some action should be had immediatel;
on this subject, in order to prevent the many thrilling
steamboat accidents. He reported the resolution, blanl
in its time, that the House might fill it up.appointing
a proper time. He was veiy glad that the gentlemai
from Massachusetts had made these remarks. Hal
no objections that heshould name the day.if any reasonabletime.He(several members concurring) mover
that it be made the special order of the day on the 25tl
January inst.
The motion to refer the bill to the Committee of th«

Whole, and print, was then put and carried.
The question to make it the special order on th<

25th January, was called.
Mr. JONES objected to making it the special ordeofthe day'at this time, as there were important finan

cial matters coming up soon: the consideration o'
which might be postponed by this special order; an<

in such cases of special order, often much time was

occupied. He hoped that, at this time, it might not be
the special order.

After some further conversation, by Messrs. Underwoodand Jones, the question of making it the
special order, on the 25th January, was carried affirmative,99.negative, 44.

Petitions were presented by Messrs. Grinnell, and
Mallory, of Va., and Mr. Parmenter. The resohi-

tions in regard to tbe Finance*, offered by Mr. BAR.
NARD, and laid over from Monday, 4th in*t., comingup,
Mr. BARNARD proposed to postpone the considerationuntil Tuesday next, which was agreed to.
Mr. CRABB offered the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be

instructed to inquire and report whether it be lent for
thejuHticis of the Supreme Court of the United States
to reside out of the limits of the circuit to which they
are respectively assigned, and if it is legal so to reside,
to inquire into tbe expediency of prohibiting by statute,such residence; which wus carried.

Mr. CURTIS, of New York, from the Committee
on Commerce, reported a bill to grant a register to
the schooner Amistead, and moved a suspension of
the rules for the passage of the bill.

Mr. PICKENS objected to it.
The motion on the third reading and passage of the

bill was carried.
Messrs. C. H. WILLIAMS and TOLANDpresentedpetitions.
Mr. MONTGOMERY offered a resolution directingthe Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to

the House the amount of public lands belonging to
the United States, when purchased, and under whose
administration, Ac.
Mr. GRAVES made some remarks on the resolution.
The resolution was laid over one day under the

rules.
Mr. CALVARY MORRIS offered a resolution:

that the Committee on the Jud iciary be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of abolishing imprisonmentfor debt in the District of Columbia. Laid over
under the rules.
Mr. TURNEY offered a bill, to which objection

being made, it was withdrawn.
Mr. WINTHROP offered a resolution: that the

Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of making provision for the payment
of the arrears of salaries of the custom-house officers
in Boston, which have been made in New York and
Philadelphia; which was carried.
Mr. SALTONSTALL offered the following resolutionrelative to the Navy Pension Fund:
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directedto communicate to this House what amount of

money was received by the United States, under the
act of June 26, 1812, and the act of February 13, 1813,
providing that two per cent, of the nett amount of the
prize money arising from captures made by privatearmed vessels of the United States, be used as a pensionfund, and set forth in said acts.

Also, to report whether the same or any and what
part thereof was invested, and if so, in what stocks or
securities, and at what prices the said investments, and
also, the sales thereof were made.
And also, to report when the said pension fund be

came exhausted, and how much of the same, or the
proceeds arising therefrom, were paid to persons other
than those for whose use the said fund was pledged bythe said act and under and by virtue of subsequent
acts.
Mr. ADAMS made some remarks on the subject

naudible to the reporter. The resolution was then
Carried.
Mr. WADDY THOMPSON offere^ the followingresolution: j
Resolved, That the Secretary of thq Navy be requestedto communicate to this House tae proceedings

of the Naval Courts Martial for the trikl of CommodoreJoseph Smoot, and Lieuts. Joseph Stalling and
S. C. Sharpe.
Mr. GONERNEUR KEMBLE offered the followingamendment:

,
/

" Also, copies of the Government orders in the case
of Lieuts. Sharpe and Stallings, submitting the reasonsfor coniirming the decision a the Court Martial
in the one case, and modifying itfin the othei.

After some remarks by Mr. TfHOMPSON, theresolutionand amendment was carried.
Mr. STANLY moved tl^fc printing of a bill of

which he had previously given notice, providing for the
pa}#nent of the fourth instalment to the States, under
th/actof June, 1826. The motion was carried.
Mr. GOODE, of Ohio, presented a petition for the

r/lief of John J. Rhodes and others.
I A bill repealing, in a special case, the law protirDllin{the granting patents to Clerks in the Patent Offue,came up for its final passage.
Mr. BRIGGS objected to it, but finally withdrew.
Alter some debate, by Messrs. Hopkins, Wise,

Adams, and Smith, of Maine, it was lost.
Mr. TURNEY moved to adjourn.this being tho

8th of January.
Mr. STANLY said that the 8th of January was a

very good day to do something for widows and orphans.
He called for the yeas and nays, which were taken:
Yeas, 19.nays, 160; so the motion was lost.
Mr. STANLY congratulated the House, that the

days of glorification had gone by. He moved that the
House now g« into Committee df the Whole for the
consideration of Private business, which was cairied.
At the call of the SPEAKER, Mr. BRIGGS took

the Chair.
Several private bills were disposed of,
And, on motion of Mr. SALTONSTALL, the

House adjourned at half-past three o'clock.

FLORIDA NEWS.
Office of tha News, >

St. Aurrusline. Jan. 1. 1840. I
n ..J , J

Col. Harney passed through the Everglades, coming
rut at Cape Sable. He surprised a camp of 40 Indians,
iung ten qf the warriors, and reserved one to take hirn
o Sam Jones' camp. Chekika, who headed the fprty
robbing Indian Key, was among the number. Lieut.
Drd, of 3d Artillery, in attempting to dislodge 7 lnJiansfront an island, lost one man, had six wounded,
tnd the only one uninjuied brought his men off. At a

lime when the commanding General is lam|>ering with
lutlaws and murderers, it is a bright relief to cast the
sye upon a man who knows his duty to the country
tnd is not afraid to perforin it.
Last night the market was illuminated, cannons

iired, and music employed to add their grateful sounds
o the admiration which this affair has produced.
Late last evening, we learn the killing of Lt. Sherwood,7th Infantry, a wife of an officer, and two privatesnear Micanopy. Also, a teamster at Pilatka.
Col. Harney, we are told, went in at the Miami

and came out near Cape Sable. If so, he must have
gone where no white man has proceeded, and discovereda singular and important water communication
across the South of the Peninsula.
We gave the gUliant Colonel our good wishes when

he went down, and are rejoiced to see them fulfilled.
The party returned round the coast, leaving CaptainDavidson, who is, we are sorry to say, dangerouslyill, at ludian Key. Another expedition is preparing.Official reports may be expected to-morrow

by the Wm. Gaston.
FURTHER INDIAN NEWS.

The following is an extract of a letter from an

officer of the Army, received in this city containingsome further detaiis of intelligence from Florida.
From 60 to 70 Indian Warriors have come into

the different Posts, with their rifles, which they have
surrendered, thus manifesting a willingness on their
part to close the war. This fact, in connection with
the report brought by those who have surrendered,
that many of their brethren are about to follow their
example, affords a strong ground of hope that the war

may be soon terminated.
At Fort Fanning, 11 Warriors came in on Christmasday. At Tampa Bay, 15 Warriors came in on

the same day. Seven came to Fort King, in ouest of
Gen. Armistead. They afterwards left that Post, to
seek him at Tampa Bay. At Cedar Key, 17 Warriorssurrendered themselees. Several others (number
not known) came in at No. 4, a Post between Cedar
Keys and Fort Fanning. Among those that have
surrendered, there are but two or three Mickasukies,
the most indomitable of all the tribes. These Warriorsall came in at different Posts, within 4 days ofeach
other. It is supposed that the Delegation from Arkansas,has contributed to produce this state of things.
iSoine of the Delegation are with the Commanding
n..ni>r»l, and some with the enemv. Thev compose

at present a very weak tribe in the Weat, and are anx-1
ious to strengthen themselves by the addition of those
remaining in Florida. The whi e flag was flying at
all the military Posts, when this information had been
received.
Major Fauntleroy, while on a scout on the 20th ult.

raptured 7 Indians about seven miles from Tampa..
On Monday last, 29th ult., two baggage wagons belongingto the Quartet Master's Department, were

1

I

I

Usmporwily Miiad by three Indiana Mar Pilalka; one
of the Usaiaatera having keen killed.
The above mwi ia confirmed by private lettera..

A poetacript to one letter adde the following:.TheExpress aaya, 70 Indiana have alao come in at Ponlaraaaa.*1
THE MADISONIAN.

Washington city.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 1841.

In THOSE THINUa WHICH abe ESSENTIAL LIT tuebe
IE UNITY.IN NON-iaalNTULa, LIBERTY ; AND IN ALL
thinus charity..Augustin.
~

APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE.
Ia a recent article, under this head, we endeavoredto impress on our readers, the marked

difference between the conduct now of prominentmembers of the Spoils Party, in reference
to nominations to office by a President.who is
a defeated candidate for re-election.and the
course they pursued during the winter of 1828
'29. Upon examining the Executive Journal of
the Senate for that session, we find a still strongerillustration of their inconsistency.of their
disregard of principle, and law, and the Constitutionthen.and their unscrupulous partisanship,than was given even by the discreditable
proceedings on the nomination of Mr. Crittendento a seat on the Bench of the Supreme
Court, to which we have already referred. We
discover that, not content with anticipating
their power and patronage by three months, they
positively, and in terms, denied to President
Adams the very right to nominate and appoint,
which President Van Buren, alter an overwhelmingand unprecedented condemnation by
the People, is exercising every day, with their
sanction and concurrence!
During the debate on Mr. Crittenden's nomination,Mr. Chambers, then a Senator from

Maryland, offered a resolution declaring that the
power of the President to nominate and appoint
was intended to be exercised by him during the
whole period for which he should be elected, for
all such vacancies as should occur during that
period, and that the duty of the Senate to confirmor reject the nominations of the President,
was as imperative as his duty to nominate..
The practice of the Executive and the Senate
had previously accorded, as all men acquainted
with the history of the Government well know,
with these views. The present partisans of
Mr. Van Buren.(and, no doubt, by his instigation,or at least, most certainly, in perfect compliancewith his wishes).rejected the doctrine
expressed in the resolution of Mr. Chambers,
and repudiated the uniform practice of the Governmentwhich conformed to, and was based
upon, that doctrine. They determined,(by their
recorded votes, that it was expedient and proper
to alter the settled practice; and they deemed
it not expedient to act upon nominations of the
President, made three months previous to the
expiration of his term.
Must not these gentlemen now have a considerableshare of assurance.must not their foreheadsbe pretty well bronzed by frequent politicaltergiversation.to seek to take advantage of

the doctrines which they lately condemned and
repelled, and even go farther and, by appointmentsfrom and after the period to which they
are allowed by the Constitution to hold on,
though condemned by the people, endeavor to

perpetuate their power and patronage !
VVa have the satisfaction of knowing that our

suggestion that all persons who succeed in obtainingoffice from President Van Buren, by collusionand the trick of resignation on the part oi
obnoxious incumbents, or by appointments from
and after the fourth of March next, ought to be
among the first to be furnished by the coming
Administration, with walking papers, meets
with the general concurrence of the friends ol
General Harrison here; and has been cordiallyresponded to by several of the independent
presses of the country. The subject has been
publicly referred to, also, in the Senate. Mr.
Clay, of Kentucky, a few days ago, while remonstratingagainst the course of the party now
in power in undertaking at the close of a condemnedAdministration, to establish newsystems
of policy, reminded the partisans of Mr. Van
Buren now in the Senate, and who were also
members in 1828, '29, of the course they pursued.He said he would not, as they did, deny
to the President the fair use of his power and patronage.But, he added, if the Senators thought,
that by prematurely and unnecessarily filling up
offices,.by a systematic lapping over of appointmentsfor the next four years.General Harrisonwould be prevented from using his just constitutionalpower they would find themselves
mistaken. That illustrious citizen and soldier
will be President, on the fourth of March, and
he will exercise the powers and discharge the
duties of President, with patriotism.with firmness.withmoderation.but, the spoilsmen may
be assured, in such a manner as to give no countenanceor support to their pretensions.

Mons. Vattemare. We have received severalCanadian publications from this distinguished
French philanthropist, assuring us that hd has
been cordially received in every part of Canada
he has yet visited. The Provincial Journals
are quite in raptures with both Mr. Vattemare
and M. Alexandrie, his counterfeit presentment.
The Governor General "Sydenham," has expressedhis approbation of the international systemof exchanges, and admiration at the zeal
which the author manifests for its completion.
A I * I a
j\ complete set 01 me legislative »nacimenisanu

public records of the Province, has been placed
n Mr. Vattemare's charge^ for exchange with
the Government of France. The Bishop of
Montreal and Sir J^mes Stuart, and a great
number of oilier honorable gentlemen, have engagedin the furtherance of the project.at all of
which we are very much rejoiced.

The Florida war begins to wear a more favorableaspect, and we trust, by the help of the delegationfrom the tribe in Arkansas, the remnant
now in Florida may soon be induced to surrenderand emigrate.

VIRGINIA U. S. SENATORS.
The Fredericksburg Arena of Tuesday aaya:.

The impression is general that the Senate will agree
to go into the election of a Senator, about the middle
of the month. Mr. Rives will doubtless be chosen.
It is also now more than probable that the choice of
Mr. Roane's successor will be alss made this session.
The gentlemen upoken of, an the promident Whig
candidate*, are Judge Stanard, Gov. Barbour and

Judge Upshur.

..

Massachusetts 10/A Congressional District.
.No member of Congress baring been chosen I
in this District at the late elections, a new trial
took place on Monday last, which resulted, we
are happy to learn, in the choice of Nathaniel |B. Borden, Republican, orer Henry Williams,
V. B. fed, the present incumbent, by the fallow-

Mr. Parmenter, of Middlesex district, is the
only V. B. member in the Massachusetts delegationto the next Congress. M B

Mr. Borden was a member of the last or 25th
Congress, and aonstituied one of those who hare
been called Conservatives.
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE.
Tuesday being the day fixed by the Constitutionfor the annual meeting of the Legislature, i f

William A. Crabb, (designated as a 'Harrison
Democrat,') was elected Speaker of the House
of Representatives, on the third voting, by 53
votes to 46. The members of the House were
then sworn in; and the House adjourned.

In the Senate, Charles B. Penrose, (Harri- /JljjjH,sonian) was elected Speaker by IS votes to 11,
(one Senator absent.)
We learn from Gov. Porter's message that the

banks of Pennsylvania are about to resume payment.thatthe deficiency in the fund for paying
interest on the State debt due on 1st February,
is $800,000.that taxation ought to be endured yl.that the public faith and national honor ought
to be maintained.the resources of the State are
abundant but not immediately available for payingthe public debt,.which, including the sum,0- f, I
deposited by the U. S. Government, amounts to
$36,790,775 69. The public property is valued
at $36,498,370 96. The Governor thinks it time
for the State to pause in her career of internal
improvement for the present,though he is friendlyto the system.he thinks suspension of specie
payment by the banks ought to be made ipto
facto a forfeiture of charter.the Geological surveyis going forward.a connection of the state's
improvements with those of New York, whereveradvantageous, is recommended.

THE NEW TENNESSEE SENATOR.
The Nashville Whig, noticing the appointment by

Gov. Polk of Mr. A. O. Nicholaon, as a senator to

Congress from Tennessee, says the appointment was

first tendered to Gov. William Carroll and Geo. W.
Campbell, (both of Nashville,) who declined it.

Maine..According to the official account, the vote
at the late Congressional election in Oxford District j

was as follows :.Long, (W.) 3,687, Littlefield, (L.
F.) 4,399, Scattering, 732. The 18th inst. is appointedfor another trial.

The Lowell Offering, is the title of a publication
containing original articles on various subjects writen /
by " factory operatives." The two numbers before us

are wholly written by females employed in the mills,
and in good truth, they disprove the charges of "igno- / ( fn
ranee and depravity" which have been freely made a- / *§« V
gainst factory life. There is a spirit of contentment, /
benevolence, and intelligence running through the
work, such as is not always found in publications of I
more ambitious pretensions. The whole affair is a

very commendable one, and shows that the factory
girls think, and think well, about other matters besida
spinning-jinnies and power-looms. (A. Watson, Low
ell, Mass. )

_ j
The New York Mirror..We have the first num- Jber of the nineteenth volume of this elegant periodi-

cal. The embellishments are a superb steel engraving 'i
of the "Fall of Carthage," and a spirited sketch on xj

- wood of "St. Nicholas in his New Year's Eve Excursion."The literary matter is of the first order. Wa
fiave a story by Paulding.a sketch by Fay, and contributionsby several other of our most popular writers.
The Mirror continues under the editorial control of
George P. Morris, Esq. and is creditable alike to ita
conductor, and the periodical literature of the coun;
toy.

. T

ffWe are requested to call attention to the fact
that the Fair held by the ladies of the 4th Presbyterian '

(church in the room over the Museum for the purpose
of completing a room for the accommodation of a femalefree school, will close to-night.
The editor of the Lexington Observer and Report- I

er has been fined $98 for an assault upon the senior \V
editor ofthe Lexington Intelligencer.

" Galignani's Messenger, published at Paris, France, }
contains an able vindication of the people ofthe U. S. i
from the charge of bribery and corruption preferred '

against them by .the Globe and kindred journals, and r,
circulated through Europe. Gov. Cass is the reputed {
author. ]$ ..I]
General Harrison is still at North Bend..He >

has been detained several days by the indisposition of
Mrs.Harrison, but we arc happy in being able to < m

state that she is convalescent, and he will probably be 8 1]in the city to day. We have not yet learned when be
will start for the East, but we presume about the 15th
or 30th of this month..C\n. Republican. Jan. 4.

,

fir The Annual Meeting of the "Washington [fWCity Orphan Asylum," will be held at the Rev. Dr. i 1Laurie's Church in F. Street, on Tuesday next, 12th fL*inst., at half-past 11 o'clock.
The public are respectfully invited to attend. '

_

INAUGURATION BALL.
Mr. Editor : Will you be kind enough to inform

the public whether the rumors rife in this city, to the Jf !effect that the " Harrison Inauguration Ball," adver- \f jtised in this morning's Intelligencer is a mere rpeculation,are true or not 1 It is currently stated that the
stock of the " Old Theatre" being valueless in the
present condition of that concern, it has been resolvedto take the opportunity which will be presentedby the large convention of people that will probably be
here en the fourth of March, to transmogrify that an- Jcient building into a new and splendid assembly room,making those who pay their $10 for a dance, foot the
bill; thus laying a tax on the strangers assembled here
to turn a bad piece of private property into a very
splendid and valuable one. If tnese rumors are true,
can any terms be employed to characterize the transact

ion 1Enqhrbrs.
Washington, Jan. 8.

NOTE BY THE EDITOR.
W e are unable to answer the inquiries of our correspondent,having received no authentic information

on the subject pro or] con. The names of several of
the honorable gentlemen.they are all honorable men.
on the list of managers preclude the supposition that
they are or can be privy to any such intention. We
trust our correspondent's inquiries arise from no jealousy

of the fortune of any of those who are destined
to figure at the ball. He ahould recollect the motto

fata viam inventat.which being interpreted signifieth
that fate has invented balls for those who can figure
no where else.a very large quantity of brains not be-
ing essential to gratify one whose ambition lies that
way. A Napoleon could marshall nations.a Demosthenescould electrify them with his eloquence.a
Milton move them with his poetry.but neither of them A
could fill the spheres of a Nash, a Brummel, or a

D'Orsay. What though Scipio, and Hannibal, and
Marlborough were ahaven, yet Adrian, the emperor,
and Turenne had whiskers, thesefore envy not t

Those ambitious things that ape -*§ ir
Goats in their visage, women in their shape,

i
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